Mapping a method for systematically reviewing the medical literature: a helpful checklist postmortem protocol of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-related pathology in childhood.
Since the first description of two children affected with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), various diagnostic procedures have been established. However, the morphologic study of biopsy and autopsy material from children with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) is still of fundamental importance. The morphology has contributed remarkably to the progress in understanding the pathogenesis of the primary tissue lesions and of the sequelae directly or indirectly associated with HIV infection. The aim of this study was to evaluate the HIV pathology in pediatric AIDS (PAIDS) through a systematic review of the English-language literature and to draw up a practical checklist protocol for the postmortem. Information on HIV pathology in childhood was retrieved from a MEDLINE search (January 1994-January 2001) of the original reports and bibliographic article reviews published in English. Citations from papers retrieved were screened and retrieved papers were evaluated. Based on the screened data, we propose a practical, organ-oriented checklist protocol for the postmortem according to the HIV pathogenesis. Evidence-based medicine is a paradigm now exerting increasing influence in related fields such as surgery, general practice, psychiatry, and pathology. This article is a summary of the literature on PAIDS pathology. The protocol that we propose is particularly useful for pediatric pathology programs and for electronic data processing.